Improved
Pregnancy
Outcome—
New Initiative,

Old Principles

O For vears, the vital records have
shown that infant mortality and
the rate of teenage pregnancies
are higher in some parts of the
United States than in others. Close
analysis of the statistics reveals
that 13 jurisdictions—12 States
and the District of Columbia—
contribute a  disproportionate
share of the nation’s infant deaths
and teenage pregnancies.

i3 The Federal/State Improved
Pregnancy Outcome (IPO) Pro-
gram, a new initiative of the Bu-
reau of Community Health Serv-
ices, is aimed at changing thesc
statistics by improving maternal
care and thus pregnancy outcome
through better coordination and
augumentation of existing re-
sources in the areas with high
rates. The Bureau's Office for
Maternal and Child Health will
make funds available up to
$400,000 per vear for not more
than 5 years to each area to im-
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prove services for mothers and in-
fants through such activities as
carly initiation of prenatal care,
the establishment of referral and
outreach systems, and linkages
among primary, secondary, and
tertiary levels of care. Activities
may be restricted at the outset to
local areas of a State such as a dis-
trict, county, or group of counties,
but the activities must be a part
of the State’s Maternal and Child
Health Plan and extend statewide
by the end of the 5-year project
period.

3 To augment the manpower re-
quired to deliver the needed serv-
ices, the health departments of the
18 jurisdictions have been quali-
fied as National Health Service
Corps assignment arcas. The 13
jurisdictions are Alabama, Arkan-
sas,  Florida. Georgia, Illinois,
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  North
Carolina, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, West Virginia,
and the District of Columbia.

— National Health Service Corps
physicians can be assigned to the
health departments to assist in
implementing the IPO Program.
The physicians will have the op-
portunity to participate in the
administration of the Program
and to practice preventive clinical
medicine.

O Also, as part of the IPO Pre
gram, we have contracted with th
American Academy of Pediatric
to provide to all States, upon re
quest, an assessment of their needs
and assistance in program develop
ment. A program evaluation man
ual is being prepared to help the
Bureau assess innovative and suc
cessful individual elements of
State programs that can be shared
with all the States whether or noi
they are receiving IPO funds.

71 The Improved Pregnancy Out
come Program marks the start of
an initiative which is not new.
but rather a concept based on old
principles—regionalization, State
systems, public health nursing, in-
service education, quality service
at all levels, and the coordination
and integration of resources. Thus,
the Program represents not so
much a new initiative as a new op-
portunity, a new adventure. Imple
menting it in a continuing part
nership with the States, we hope
to promote and improve the
health of the mothers and chil
dren of this country.
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